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Presentation of Grant to The Sarawak United Association of Private
Chinese Secondary School Management Board
Speech by Chairman Temenggong Dato Vincent Lau Lee Ming

Date: 2 May 2019 (Thursday)
Time: 3.00pm
Venue: Chung Hua Middle School No.1, Kuching

Yang Amat Berhormat Ketua Menteri Sarawak
Datuk Patinggi (Dr) Abang Haji Abdul Rahman Zohari Bin Tun Datuk Abang Haji Openg

Yang Berhormat

Datuk Dr Sim Kui Hian, Minister of Local Government & Housing

Dato Sri Michael Manyin Jawong, Minister of Education, Science & Technological Research
Dato Sri Hajjah Fatimah Abdullah, Minister of Welfare, Community Wellbeing, Women,
Family & Childhood Development

Datuk Haji Abdul Karim Rahman Hamzah, Minister of Tourism, Arts, Culture, Youth & Sports
Datuk Lee Kim Shin, Assistant Minister of Tourism, Arts & Culture

Yang Berhormat, Menteri Muda, Ahli-Ahli Yang Berhormat, Ketua-Ketua Jabatan, Ketua-
Ketua Masyarakat, Dif-Dif Kehormat, Tuan-tuan dan Puan-puan yang saya hormati sekalian,

Salam Ibu per-tiwiku and Good afternoon.

On behalf of the Sarawak United Association of Private Chinese Secondary School, it
gives me great pleasure to welcome you all and thank you for joining us this afternoon to
witness the Presentation of 2019 Education Grant by Sarawak Government to the fourteen
Chinese Independent Secondary Schools within the State.

Today, we are privileged to have with us our honourable Chief Minister of Sarawak,
Yang Amat Berhormat Datuk Patinggi (Dr) Abang Haji Abdul Rahman Zohari Bin Tun Datuk
Abang Haji Openg to grace this Educational Grant Presentation Ceremony, despite their very
hectic schedule and commitment.

I would also like to thank and congratulate the Management Board headed by Dato
Richard Wee and the members of Chung Hua Middle School No.1 as well as all who have
joint-effortly organized this ceremony.

YAB Datuk Patinggi’s presence here today signifies his recognition of vernacular
education, particularly the contribution of Chinese education and the shared-role he sees the
Chinese Independent Secondary Schools play towards building, progress and development of
our nation.
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Chinese schools have existed in Malaysia as early as the 19" century. Chinese
vernacular schools were initially established by the ethnic Chinese with the main intention of
providing education to local communities in Chinese language, and a way for the Malaysian
Chinese community to preserve their mother tongue.

As of now, outside of China Mainland and Taiwan, Malaysia is the only country that
has a complete Chinese education system. Malaysians have the option for their children to start
school in a Chinese-medium kindergarten then study all the way up to a Chinese university,
regardless of race.

China has undergone an astonishing transformation in a brief span of recent history and
is really moving the world in many aspects.

Mandarin Chinese is seen as being of increasing strategic importance, ranging from
politics, science, social to economy. Even the previous American president Barack Obama and
Mark Zuckerberg from Facebook have picked up Chinese.

With China’s booming economy, more parents, both Chinese and non-Chinese want
their children to learn Mandarin so they can compete for more job opportunities in Chinese or
multi-national companies.

According to Education Ministry Statistics for 2018, there are 1,298 Chinese Primary
School throughout the country, with a total of 518,543 students.

It is found out that non-ethnic Chinese students comprised over 15% of Chinese primary
schools, in other words, approximately 100,000 non-ethnic Chinese students enrolled in
Chinese Primary Schools. We expect this number will continue to grow.

Recently Education Minister Dr Maszlee Malik announced that Sarawak would become
the first state in Malaysia to teach Mathematics and Science in English. The reason for
advocating teaching Mathematics and Science in English is aiming at raising the standard of
English.

Few people would argue against the importance of English being an international
language, especially in today’s interconnected world.

It is the lingua franca in cyberspace and in international science, politics, business, and
entertainment. It is a plausible move for the Ministry of Education and Sarawak government to
work together to improve Malaysian’s English literacy and proficiency.

We, however, do not believe by switching the teaching medium of Mathematics and
Science will help to uplift the standard of English. Rather it would affect the effectiveness of
Mathematics and Science teaching.

The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization recommends
teaching Science and Mathematics in the mother tongue or national language.

The most obvious reason is the success stories of Japan and China, which implemented
teaching and learning of Science and Mathematics in their mother tongue.
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While | share the concern about the declining standard of English among school
children and graduates, | disagree with the implementation of teaching Mathematics and
Science in English in Primary Schools, particularly in Chinese Primary Schools.

The majority of students from Chinese Primary Schools will go to National or National
type Secondary schools after they finish Primary Six, while only 15-18% go to Chinese
Independent Secondary School.

In fact, Chinese independent secondary schools share the same noble objectives of all
National (SMK) and National-type (SMJK) secondary schools to provide quality education.

At present, number of non-Chinese studying in Chinese Independent Secondary
Schools we must admit it is relatively small.

We, therefore, welcome and encourage more Chinese as well as non-Chinese students
from Chinese Primary Schools to enroll in Chinese Independent Secondary School.

As private schools are dependent on the public for the support to fund the school
operation, we need to collect school fees. However, for those who enroll in Chinese
Independent Secondary Schools and are financially not well off, we do provide various kind of
assistance.

Therefore, those who wish to study in Chinese Independent Secondary Schools,
especially the non-Chinese, should not be put off because of the school fees imposed.

At this juncture, |1 would like to extend our sincere thanks to YAB Datuk Patinggi and
Sarawak Government for being very supportive all these years and providing continuous
financial assistance to the Chinese Independent Secondary Schools in Sarawak.

The annual educational grant by the State Government is an opportune relief to the 14
Chinese Independent Secondary Schools.

In addition, the Chinese Community has been taking upon themselves the responsibility
to sustain the Chinese Independent Secondary Schools in Sarawak all these years, and
contributing their efforts relentlessly towards the development of Chinese Independent
Secondary Schools.

I wish to acknowledge the relentless support and contributions of the Chinese
Community as we continue our journey preserving and developing vernacular education as part
of academic advancement in the country. | render sincere thanks to you all.

Now I ask for YAB Datuk Patinggi’s indulgence to say a few words in Mandarin.
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In closing, Yang Amat Berhormat Ketua Menteri, Yang Amat Berbahagia Datin
Patinggi, Yang Berhormat-Yang Berhormat Menteri-Menteri dan Menteri Muda,
Distinguished Guests, Ladies & Gentlemen, | restate my profound gratefulness to you all for
your presence.

Sekian, Terima Kasih.
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